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Aidan What difference do you notice between your fans in 
the art world and those from the comics side? Do they  
approach your work differently?

Walter I’ve read reviews on comic blogs and it seems like 
they talk more about story and character development  
and then if Wendy is being written about in a contemporary 
art milieu, it’s more about how she represents art world 
anxiety. It’s good for me because I get to reflect on what the 
project is doing, it’s not just a satire of the art world and it’s 
not just a pure comic about character. It makes me think 
more about where I want to go in the future with it, if I wanna 
be more satirical or focus on her.

Aidan Did you grow up with comics? What was your relation 
to them?

Walter As a little kid I would draw them, just based on 
stuff I saw on TV like Ren ∞ Stimpy and The Simpsons. Then 
in high school I would make my own comics—I was really 
into Life in Hell by Matt Groening.

Aidan That’s the one with the spaced out looking  
rabbit right?
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Walter Scott is an artist who lives in Toronto and likes punk music. 
Wendy is an aspiring artist in Montreal who likes punk guys.  
These two are currently engaged in a complex symbiotic relationship, 
since Wendy is the titular character of Walter’s popular comic 
series, Wendy, which embodies the thoughts, anxieties and tribu-
lations of its author and anyone pursuing a life in the arts. Walter’s 
revelatory narrative celebrates pre-drinking at galleries, eating 
chips half-naked, facing rejection and everything else we’re actually 
doing when we tell people we’re “keeping really busy.” Doubling  
as a send-up of contemporary art politics and a reminder of each bad 
mistake that made your twenties good, Wendy is the art school 
yearbook that everyone can glimpse themselves in. 
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Walter Yeah, and it was really repetitive and abject with  
a dry sense of humour. So I would make comics and sell 
them on the school bus.

Aidan What were those comics like?
Walter They were just Life in Hell rip-offs but featuring me 

in my life. I was kind of isolated as a kid so it was a way  
for me to work shit out. They were all about being alienated. 
They’re kind of embarrassing. In high school I’d go into the 
computer lab and go on comic book message boards. I’d mes-
sage people and get random shit in the mail at my mother’s 
house from these people making zines and comics around 
the States. They were like weirdo psychotic porno comics. 
So these people were then getting random shit from a fifteen 
year old boy.

Aidan So it was like a comic trade circle?
Walter Yeah I would draw them and mail them out. Once I 

wrote a comic called How to Make your own Comic and a 
correctional facility sent me two American dollars in the mail 
to send it to them. I guess to give the inmates something to do.

Aidan Wow. So your comic made it into a prison library?
Walter Yeah it must be. I had so much energy back then, 

you didn’t have to create anything, you were just doing it for 
yourself. Then in art school I just stopped making comics 
altogether because I wanted to be a serious contemporary 
artist and I was making all this work trying to fit the mold of 
what I thought that was. I got really sick of that in 2011 and 
started doing Wendy.

Aidan Did Wendy start as just doodles?
Walter I drew it on a place-mat at a diner, just a couple 

of images. Then I went home and Photoshopped it together 
into one panel. It’s a gross comic of her puking. But then 
people on Facebook thought it was funny so I was encouraged 
to make more. She started to have a back-story and friends 
around her and that’s how it got rolling.

Aidan How much of yourself became incorporated into 
the comic?

Walter Wendy’s kind of my alter-ego. All the characters 
are a little piece of me, but also a little bit of my friends too.

Aidan That must’ve made your friends very self-aware 
around you. Did they become conscious that things they did 
or said would become material for Wendy?

Walter Not particularly. I don’t think anyone was threat-
ened that their escapades from the night before were gonna 
end up there. I think people appreciated the nods.

Aidan One thing that really registered with me is when 
Wendy is offered an art director job and it’s a vignette of her 
imagining how she would tell people about it. She doesn’t 
even have the job and yet her thoughts don’t correlate 
with what the work would be, it’s more her excitement over 
telling other people about it and feeling entitled. People 
always want to put the most credible part of themselves at 
the forefront.

Walter Of course, like look around this café. What do 
these people do? 

Aidan Everyone is at least one freelance thing now. It’s 
slash-slash-slash.

Walter People have like two or three things that you make 
like twenty dollars a day doing and then you pick the most 
interesting one and call yourself that.

Aidan What do you call yourself at the moment?
Walter Unemployed.
Aidan [Laughs] What brought you to Toronto then? Actually 

what made you go to Montréal first?
Walter I grew up in Montréal, on the Kahnawà:ke reser-

vation across the river. I had teenage weekend party nights 
in Montréal, it’s always been part of my life. It’s hard to find 
jobs, it’s hard to align myself with the contemporary art 
scene in Montréal. It’s unwieldy to me. Since doing a resi-
dency at the Banff centre in 2010, my network of support in 
Canada has been Toronto and Vancouver so it made sense  
to leave Montréal. A lot of people leave after art school. 
The city feels like it’s run by people under twenty-five—it’s 
a bit of a Neverland.

Aidan What was life like on the reserve?

Wendy’s kind of my 
alter-ego.
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Walter When you grow up on a reservation you have certain 
things that you’re told you need to do. I wasn’t really in a 
position to do any of the things or be any of the things that 
most people are. Like being queer actually saved my life 
because it forced me to leave my town and figure out what 
life was about. That’s why I value difference and otherness.

Aidan Did being queer force you to leave the reserve early?
Walter It comes down to a matter of numbers, there  

just wasn’t that many queer people around, so I went to go 
find them!

Aidan What criticisms have you faced?
Walter People have a lot of questions about authorship 

and intention, especially because Wendy is a female 
character and she’s falling over all the time, and I’m a male 
writer.

Aidan  Being drunk is part of her character, and part of 
being that age. Lots of people get drunk.

Walter Yeah I don’t think writing another male character 
as a solution would help anybody.

Aidan Do you think about work after Wendy? Like do you 
ever think about writing other comics?

Walter Occasionally I make up one-off characters like 
Sandy, who’s like a little miss perfect and the opposite 
of Wendy and then “useless urban person” which was 
featured in a Wendy limited edition thing. For stand-alone 
comics with other characters I haven’t really gotten to it 
yet. I’m still just in the Wendy-verse.

Aidan I can see how the book could continue for gen-
erations, it’s like you’ve updated the formula of Archie 
and actually made it relevant. It’s black outfits instead of 
varsity sweaters.

Walter  That’s true. I wonder where it would go after 
though. TV, a web series maybe, or HBO?

Aidan Do you get comparisons to HBO’s Girls often?
Walter No, not really, but I suppose when I started, 

the zeitgeist was leaning towards narratives about young 
women in urban centres. They both kind of started around 
the same time, and I can’t really explain it but I think it’s 
the same thing as when everyone started wearing slouchy 
beanies at the same time. No one can explain it, it just is.

Aidan Yeah and it felt like we started to see more honest 
female characters leading shows.

Walter It’s like a certain way of expressing feminism that 
happened more or less at the same time. It’s unfolding now 
and continuing to unfold.

Aidan How do you motivate yourself to work now?
Walter I get story ideas in the bath.
Aidan I’m the same way with showers.
Walter It gives me a headache having so many thoughts 

in my brain. That’s why I like the bath, ‘cause you’re already 
woozy from the vapour. It feels so much harder to get going 
than when I was a teenager. I think it’s because I have adult 
things to do, like worry. �

Being queer 
actually saved 
my life.
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